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Press Release

Two Canadian women launch line of dark chocolate ‘with a purpose’

Chocolate emerges as a health food 

Vancouver, Canada, Sept. 6, 2007 — A new line of dark chocolate bars, developed by two Canadian women with a shared passion for chocolate, promises to decrease anxiety, boost energy and provide hormonal balancing for women thanks to a combination of botanical ingredients and fine organic chocolate. The founders of Zazubean Organic Chocolates will debut their chocolate ‘with a purpose’ at the Canada Health Food Show in Toronto, Sept. 6 – 9, 2007.

“Zazubean is focused on creating value-added chocolate that provides consumers with health benefits,” said Tiziana Ienna, co-founder of Zazubean Organic Chocolates. “Our premium dark chocolate is infused with herbal extracts to offer a healthier option to mainstream chocolate.” 

“People now appreciate gourmet chocolate made with all-natural ingredients and classic methods of European chocolatiers like wine connoisseurs appreciate fine wine. Ingredients like botanicals, minerals and antioxidant-rich cocoa, make our chocolate more appealing.” 

Available in six varieties, Zazubean chocolate bars are enhanced with botanical extracts that create the perfect health fix for chocolate lovers:

· Ego – Matcha & Goji Berries - Antioxidant Power

· Luna(tic) - Mint & Cocoa Nibs – Women’s Monthly Madness

· Zing – Espresso Chunk - Energizing Ginseng & Maca 

· Nakid – Dark Chocolate & Cocoa Nibs - Pure Cocoa Experience   

· Flirt-  Acai & Cherries- Bold & Sexy

· Hottie- Chili Pepper & Cinnamon- Chocolate that makes you hot

Also included in Zazubean chocolate bars are various plant extracts such as chaste tree berry, dong quai, panex ginseng, horny goat weed, damiana, and astragalus root which have a number of therapeutic properties.

While it sounds far fetched to think chocolate can make such a difference, Zazubean’s customers, many of them women, swear by the company’s products. 

According to Vancouver-based Lunapads, a manufacturer of natural feminine products, their customers could hardly resist the chocolate for women’s monthly madness. A loyal customer who suffers pre-menstrual syndrome submitted the following comment, “This is some of the tastiest chocolate I have ever had and I consider myself to be a chocolate aficionado. The cocoa nibs added a unique texture and the mint enhanced the flavour of the dark chocolate. I savored it during my monthly cycle, and it certainly soothed my madness in a most delicious way.”

“I decided to try it for myself," noted Josephine Scott, a Prince George-based herbalist who has experienced the benefits of dark chocolate firsthand. "After the first day eating chocolate while experiencing PMS, my sweet cravings were gone and my moodiness dissipated. Dark chocolate is a well-known comfort food for women during that time of month and now we have even more reason to indulge…in moderation, of course."

In recent years the popularity of dark chocolate has sky-rocketed. Dark chocolate contains more cocoa than any other type of chocolate and has a higher amount of flavonoids, powerful antioxidants that have been shown in scientific studies to reduce cardiovascular risks and reduce low-density lipoprotein (LDL) or “bad cholesterol”. 

“Zazubean is the first Canadian organic, fair-trade, functional chocolate in Canada,” explained Zazubean co-founder T. Camille Gilbert. “Our timing to enter the market is serendipitous. We are bean-to-bar company, meaning that we carefully control the quality and integrity of our manufacturing from bean to final product every step of the way.”

Zazubean uses fair trade cocoa beans from Panama and Ecuador, which ensures the beans are environmentally sustainable, socially responsible and meet specific quality standards. In addition, the cocoa content of the company’s bars range from 70 to 73%, which means chocolate lovers are getting quality cocoa, not the fillers.

Zazubean Organic Chocolates are custom formulated by a Swiss chocolatier, a well-reputed herbalist and a group of women from Vancouver who scoured the globe to create four special blends that are good for consumers, good for the planet, and good for the growers.

Zazubean bars sold individually for $3.99. They will be soon available for purchase online at www.zazubean.com and are currently available in natural health retailers across Canada including Whole Foods, Planet Organic and Wild Oats. 
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